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Ithoaigh your grandma will
idociate i with the i
ween thirties jazz dance
craze, jitter has a bess
benign connattion for
audiophiles. as it's the
word used to describe digetal time
diomain distortson, Put ;lmpl]r,dlgul
audie circuitry, running in “real time’
{1.e. playing music "on the fiy’) needs
to know soactly when to (and when
neist to) look for sudio data coming
frem an optical wransport. It then
neds to read ic at eacily the rlgh'r

wini -l ¢

time before it can properly perform
thit variows nlmber crundliiig duties
required to tuem it into an anabogue
warreform i the timing drifts ever so
shightly our, dhen things et umeared”
likor a phovograph mhen an wo show 3
shutter speed

Whalst the recent craze m
digital audio has been upsampling
— ramping the samgling frequency
up to B8 or even 192kHz = where
it produces few artefacts anywhers
near the audio band. chever wicks
like this mean nnd'.mg if the dlg:ul
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Primaluna’s new
ProLogue Eight is
one of the first

CD players to
reach the market
with a valve
driven docking
circuit. David
Price watches
and learns...

data itself in’t running through the
cireuitry with melronomic pretdion
- cofrect tming is an absohmely
fundamental start point for accurate
sound. The trouble is. not all digital
clocks are created equal — some are
like Swigs trains, others like those
that randomily roll into the stations
in thig great country, How sof Yell,
wherever there's 3 chance to e
maoney. mansfacourers will ivsariably
Rk it

Although measurable by
sophisticated elecirondc equipment,
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the maost accurate gauge of the
plvenomenan i e human ear, which
hears jier as vonal hardness and
general lack of chrite And because it's
so fundamental, you ean't really make
up for it later on in the digial signal
procesting chain, by amping down
the troble response for wample.

Just ke 3 speed-unstable analogue
wimntable no amount of fancy
ancillaries further dowm the chain can
reign the problem back in.

What's needed is the best
possible clock = and here we soe
a number of marufcurers now
actively attempting this in their
diesigne. Primaluna’s Prologue
Eight i the first producten CD
player to come fitied with the
SuperTubeClock’, which uses a
lowar-ntse: mini-triode vacuum
b, Meville Roberts cried AH!s
aftermarket version of this very
diesign in the September 2007 sue of
Hi-A Wonkd, and was mest impressed,
It bs claimed to provide “vastly
superior resolution, detail retrieval,
improved clarity. increased definition
fram top 1o bowom™’ no less. and for
once we found the mamufacurers
claims matched cur findings [sce
MEASURED PERFORMAMCE]. with
this machine teming in the lowest
jitter we have ever measured.

That's not thie anly wibe in the
player. because the ProLogue Eight
sports more gliss bottbes than the
perfume counter at your kocal Howse
of Frater. In addition to the singhe
chock watve, there's 2 dual mong
zero-feedback analogue outpur stage
using ot | 2AXT and ane 12AU7 per
channel. plus a vacuum twbe rectfied
power supply Incorporating eleen
separate power supply regulation
cirowits, Custom designed isolation
trandlormers separate thie analogue
and digital devices for decreased
signal degradation and improved
sonics, sxy Primaluna, and there's
alzo 3 decent sprimkling of high
quality mesistors and polypropylens
:mlplmg capaciors fitted as standard.
Insbetween the specally chocked
wransport and dhe wbe cutput sage
lies thie latest Burr Broem PCOM 792
DAC with SRC4192 upsampling
cirowst.

Thie maching wing no prizes for
good looks or slick operadon - the
Prologue Eight is merely purposefully
syled, with the large complement of
walves on top making it look srangely
similar to a tube preamplifier. The
thick, slab-Be aluminium front paned
confers a sense of quality, as does
thie pot inconséderable weight, but
the disc drawer i a generic phsticky
affxir, it feel remarkably similar to the
cheaper Eastern Electric MiniMax 0
Round the back theres a single pair
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of RCA analogue outputs, plus one
coaxial and one optical digital ourput,
A nice, substantial metal remote
control unit i supplied.

SOUND QUALITY

A highly distinctive sounding design,
put against my clss reference Astin
Treww ATIS00 (0 £1.000 pleyer chat
easily compates with mast £1.500
machines), the Primaluns tumed n
a dramatically different performance.
Whalst the former delights with a
wast, expansive soundstage and a
bombastic, exuberant musicalsty

~ where everything seems a bube
birger than life - the limer follows
an altogether different track.

Thit Primaluma seems obviously
bess coloured than my reference.
erring closer to the likes of Regas

"instead of the

ustia

sounditage but doeant exactly plce
Ingtruments within i with millirmetric
precision. The ProLogue Eight 5 quite
different: s soundstage Ko quite
a3 lhuge (v heard noching at this
price that &), but inside (o things are
ronidered with brml:ht,:lcrls ACCUTRACY
- baoth tenally and rhythmically. lts
like youi've just given your suto-foou
camwra’s shutter release batton first
prestune, and its suddenly srapped
everything into exact focus,

Eate Bush's 'Meving' showed
this in no uncertain terms. The song
i a beautiful late period analogue
recording (1977, Abbey Road), and
sounds warm and beguiling through
the AT 3500, but switching to the
ProLogue Eight thowaed it 1o be mone
tham just 3 remantic, SUmpRIs.

sepla-tinged epic. Instead. the

digita

facsimi

e, the

song sounded earthy and organic..."

slid-sate Saturm in it nacwral,
unembelished tonality. indeed, it's
actually quite spry by comparison to
the Astin Trew — with 3 wery crisp and
waell lit treble.

Fum Lewvin® Cririnals’ Up on
the Hill', a rich, Tulsormse shioe of
cligsic popirap made for fascnating
compartsons. fou can hear the fact
that the Primalura has & slightly
rising treble; ic's not forward but i
certainfy atmospheric. Interestingly
though, undiboe some CD players
ewen with ruler-flat responss curves,
there’s o pitch — no sense of
sibdance that suggests a peaky’
design At the other end of the scale,
bt i abwiously lighter than the AT,
again the Primalura lacking anything
in the way of cuphomny down bow, but
i e weak kneed in amy sonse, as
wr shall see later..

Obwicus differences alrexdy then,
but the midband ts where the real
action it The Astin Trew could be
eriticized for being a biode rich and
bzose here = it throws ot a wast

wiani hi-livro Pl cs ik

Primaluna kocked down the recorded
acoustic, letting me hear the four
wille of her vocal booth, the sxace
Iocation of exch instrument and the
sound of fingers agairst bass guitar
strings. More startling however wat
thee way the fong timed, it smapped
thi rusicans” riythme together,
letting me hear how they were
‘playing off” one another. The space
berween the roes became far more
marked. the song sounding more
broody and evottive.

Kates vocals woere carried
differently toa — thie AT made them
a linthe warm and mushy: very nice
to hsten to and suitably seductive.
Tenally the ProLogwe Erght gave them
a chilly clarity, without erving towards
hardness in the keast, but mone
marked was the way the tao players
carried her phrasing. The Astin Trew
sounded owt of tme all of a sudden.
rruk.mg Kate appear to be m:dlng
from the lyric shest The Frimaluna,
howaver, snapped her back into the
soul of the song, carrying her delicate
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